[image: image1.png]Tmedia

Group ine.








Grant Hood

President

 First Media Group Inc.

536 Kipling Avenue

Toronto, ON  M8Z 5E3


27 June 2002

Ms. Diane Rhéaume

Secretary General

Canadian Radio-television and

  Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0N2

Dear Ms. Rhéaume:

Subject:
900 Service Competition Application CRTC File No.:  8622‑F15‑01/02

1. First Media Group Inc. (First Media) has received the Commission’s instructions on procedures dated 25 June 2002, relating to its Application proposing the opening of 900 service to competition.

2. In the Application and the clarification letter dated 5 June, 2002, First Media had attempted to acknowledge that it was not in possession of a full network design plan, nor was it in a position to request a specific methodology for 900 number portability.

3. Rather in its Application, First Media has requested that the national 900 service platform operated by the Companies, be appropriately modified to permit full interconnection with other Canadian carriers, and that all Canadian 900 numbers be available to any of these carriers.

4. First Media would propose that technical interconnection groups be established to review these issues, after the Companies have shared the necessary current and planned layouts of their platforms.

5. First Media notes that in its letter dated 14 June 2002, Bell Canada states that it supports the principle of fair competition in the 900 service market.  Bell Canada may then not be averse to sharing its layout of the Canadian 900 service platform(s) and the necessary details on how its consumers’ calls are routed to TELUS (and vice versa).  Bell Canada and TELUS could then explain why that same arrangement of number portability and platform interconnection could not be expanded to other Canadian carriers.  If this proceeding is to progress, First Media must then be permitted the opportunity to ask these and other interrogatories of the Companies.

6. If the Commission still believes that First Media should be in a position to answer the interrogatories it and the Companies will pose, then First Media requests that the schedule detailed in its letter dated 25 June 2002 be modified.  First Media is a small company with limited resources, many of whom have already made summer vacation plans for the month of July.

7. While it is First Media’s preference that it be permitted to ask interrogatories of the Companies prior to being required to answer its own set, we respectfully request that the schedule for any interrogatories be delayed until later in August at the earliest.

Yours truly,

Grant Hood

President – First Media Group Inc.

c.c.:
Carriers

Independent Carriers

CLECs
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